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Summary:

The supreme religious authority in Najaf, represented by His Eminence Sayyid Ali
al-Sistani, adopted a strategy of political resistance to confront the occupation,
employing the very democratic principles that the occupiers themselves proclaimed
in their quest to seize national sovereignty. The authority's firm stance was evident
in its rejection of the appointment mechanism that the occupying power attempted
to impose in forming the Governing Council and drafting the constitution,
emphasizing that legitimacy derives solely from the popular will expressed through
the ballot box. Despite complex security challenges, the religious authority waged a
bitter constitutional and political struggle that compelled the occupying authorities
to yield to the will of the Iraqi people. This insistence stems from a principled vision
aimed at safeguarding the country against dictatorship and enshrining elections as a
tool for empowering the people. In this context, the religious authority affirms that
its role is not driven by political ambition, but rather by a religious and social
responsibility aimed at protecting the interests of the faithful. Its involvement in the
electoral process is rooted in its fundamental role in social stability and nation-

building.
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