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Abstract

Research Idea: The United Nations established the Investigative
Team at the request of the Iraqi government in 2017, following the
liberation of Iraqi cities from ISIS. The Team began its work in
2018 and continued until 2025, during which it achieved notable
results in support of Iraq .

Objective: This study aims to demonstrate the role of the
Investigative Team in uncovering crimes committed by ISIS,
collecting and analyzing evidence, and supporting the judiciary in
holding perpetrators accountable and delivering justice to victims .
Methodology: The study adopted a doctrinal approach in
examining the resolutions issued regarding the establishment of the
Team and its reports, as well as an inductive analytical approach
through the examination of the texts of international agreements
and United Nations resolutions concerning the formation and work
of the international team .

Results: The Team, headed by a Special Adviser to the United
Nations and composed of a group of investigators, worked to fulfill
its mandate. It focused on crimes that rose to the level of war
crimes, crimes against humanity, and genocide, resulting from
ISIS’s use of internationally prohibited weapons and brutal
methods in targeting its victims. These crimes left behind dozens of
mass graves, as well as executions, bombings, displacement, rape,
confiscation of property, and the destruction of antiquities. The
Team succeeded in collecting thousands of documents
incriminating ISIS and submitted them to the Supreme Judicial
Council .

Conclusion: Iraq was keen to establish the Team, which provided
it with a substantial body of evidence and documentation to assist
in prosecuting perpetrators. This also led to the establishment of
the National Center for International Judicial Cooperation, which
assumed responsibility for continuing the Team’s work after the
completion of its mandate
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First/ Legal Books:

1. Ibrahim Hamad Alian, Electronic Media and Human Rights, Arab Publishing
and Distribution, Egypt, 2019.

2. Dr. Jassim Younis Al-Hariri, The Gulf Role in Iraq: A Case Study of the Mosul
Events of 2014, Dar Al-Jinan Publishing and Distribution, Amman, 2024.

3. Dr. Hussam Ali Al-Sheikh, War Crimes in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Dar Al-
Jami'a Al-Jadeeda, Alexandria, 2004.

4. Dr. Khalil Jundi Rasho, Genocide in Sinjar: A Journey of Death Between
Questions and Challenges, Shams Foundation for Publishing and Media, Egypt,
2024.

5. Dawood Murad Khatari, Victim Statistics, Beshkji Center for Human Studies,
University of Duhok, 2019.

6. Dilshad Numan Farhan, The Yazidi Community Reform Project, Al-Bayan
Center for Studies and Planning, 1st Edition, Baghdad, 2025.

7. Dr. Safwan Magqgsoud Khalil, Crimes Against Humanity and Genocide and
Methods of Combating Them: A Study in Contemporary International Law, Arab
House for Encyclopedias, 1st ed., Beirut, 2010.

8. Dr. Salah El-Din Amer, The Jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court to
Prosecute War Criminals in International Humanitarian Law: A Guide for
National Application, Arab Future House, Cairo, 2003.

9. Dr. Amer Hadi Abdullah Al-Jubouri, Transitional Justice and the Role of
United Nations Bodies in Establishing its Approaches, Arab Center for Scientific
Studies and Research, Egypt, 2018.

10. Dr. Abdel Fattah Bayoumi Hegazi, The International Criminal Court,
University Thought House, Alexandria, Egypt, 2005.

11. Dr. Maher Abdel Shweish Al-Durra, General Provisions in the Penal Code,
College of Law, University of Mosul, no publication date.
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12. Dr. Nabil Helmy, International Terrorism According to the Provisions of
Public International Law, Arab Renaissance House, Cairo, no date.

Second/ Theses and Dissertations:

1. Badran Mahdi Saleh Fayyad, International Fact-Finding Commissions and
Their Role in Uncovering Human Rights Violations, Higher Diploma Thesis in
Human Rights Law, University of Mosul, College of Law, 2022.

2. Jamal Hama Rashid Muhammad, The Crime of Genocide and Its Applications
to the Yazidis in Iraq, Master's Thesis, Mansoura University, Egypt, 2015.

3. Zuwayna Al-Walid, The Crime of Genocide in Light of the Jurisprudence of
the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, Master's Thesis, University of
Algiers, Faculty of Law, Ben Aknoun, Algeria, 2013.

4. Salem Ali Muhammad Ali, The Legal Classification of Ethnic Cleansing,
Master's Thesis, College of Law, University of Mosul, 2021.

5. Suwailih Al-Sabti, The Impact of Weapons of Mass Destruction on
International Security, Master's Thesis, University of 8 May 1945 Guelma,
Algeria, 2004.

6. Mamdouh Hamed Attia, Weapons of Mass Destruction in the Middle East:
Between Doubt Al-Yaqeen, 1st ed., Cultural Publishing House, Cairo, 2004.
Third/ Research and Periodicals:

1. Dr. Bushra Hussein Saleh Al-Zuwaini and Ali Saad Musa Ali, Mechanisms for
Implementing Security Council Resolution (2379) of 2017 and its Impact on Iraqi
National Security, research published in the Journal of Regional Studies, Iraqi
University, Year 16, Issue 52, April 2022.

2. Dr. Saman Abdullah Aziz and Dr. Ribwar Jabbar Sheikha, The Legal
Classification of ISIS Crimes Against the Yazidi Kurds, research published in the
Journal of the College of Law for Legal and Political Sciences, Kirkuk University,
Volume 10, Issue 8, 2021.

3. Dr. Qasim Abdul Ali Adheeb, "A Geopolitical Analysis of Genocide Graves
in Iraq from 1979-2017," published in the Journal of Arts of Basra, Issue 99,
March 2022.

4. Muhammad Abdul Jalil Jawad, "The Legal Responsibility of the Head of State
in Iraqi Law According to the 2005 Constitution," International Political Journal,
Al-Mustansiriya University, Iraq, Issue 61.

5. Dr. Mustafa Ibrahim Salman Al-Shammari, "The Role of the United Nations
in Iraq Since 2014," published in the Tikrit Journal of Political Science, Tikrit
University, Issue 35, 2023.

6. Dr. Mustafa Imad Muhammad Al-Bayati, "The Legal Protection of Mass
Graves," a research paper published in the Journal of the Islamic University
College, Issue 66, Volume 2, 2022.

Fourth: UN Security Council Resolutions:

1. UN Security Council Resolution No. (S/RES/2017/2379) of September 21,
2017, requesting the Secretary-General to establish an investigative team headed
by a Special Adviser to support efforts to hold the Islamic State (ISIS).
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2. UN Security Council Resolution 2490 of 2019, adopted by the Security Council
at its meeting held on September 20, 2019, renewing the mandate of the
International Investigative Team to Promote Accountability for Crimes
Committed by Da'esh/ISIL (UNITAD) until September 2020.

Fifth: Documents Published by the UN Security Council:

1. UN Security Council Document No. (S/2017/710) of June 16, 2017, containing
the letter addressed to the President of the Security Council from the Acting 1.
The parliamentary activities of the Permanent Mission of Iraq to the United
Nations, dated June 14, 2017.

2. Security Council document No. (S/2018/118) of February 14, 2018, containing
the letter addressed to the Secretary-General to the President of the Security
Council, dated February 9, 2018.

3. Security Council document No. (S/2018/1031) of November 16, 2018.

4. Security Council document No. (S/2019/407) of May 16, 2019.

5. Security Council document No. (S/2019/878) of November 13, 2019.

6. Security Council document No. (5/2020/386) of May 11, 2020.

7. Security Council document No. (5/2020/1107) of May 11, 2020.

8. UN Security Council document No. (S/2021/419) of 1 May 2021.

9. UN Security Council document No. (S/2021/974) of 24 November 2021.

10. UN Security Council document No. (S/2022/434) of 26 May 2022.

11. UN Security Council document No. (S/2022/836) of 8 November 2022.

12. UN Security Council document No. (S/2023/367) of 22 May 2023.

13. UN Security Council document No. (S/2023/288) of 16 November 2023.

14. UN Security Council document No. (S/2024/408) of 24 May 2024.

Sixth/ National Legislation:

1. The Iraqi Constitution of 2005.

2. The Iraqi Penal Code No. 111 of 1969.

3. The Iraqi Code of Criminal Procedure No. 23 of 1971, as amended.

4. The Law on the Affairs and Protection of Mass Graves No. 5 of 2006,

5. The Counter-Terrorism Law No. 13 of 2005.

6. The United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and
its two Additional Protocols No. (20) of 2007.

7. The Martyrs Foundation Law No. 2 of 2016, as amended. 8. Instructions for
facilitating the implementation of Law No. 1 of 2019 concerning the Affairs and
Protection of Mass Graves.

Seventh/ International Conventions:

1. The International Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime
of Genocide, 1948.

2. The Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of
Armed Conflict, 1954.

3. The Chemical Weapons Convention, 1992.

4. The Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, 1998.

5. The Second Additional Protocol to the 1954 Hague Convention for the
Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict, 1999.
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6. The United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and
its Additional Protocols, 2000.

Eighth/ Electronic Resources:

1. A Call for Accountability and Protection: Yazidi Survivors of ISIS Atrocities
in August 2016, a report issued by the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights in the United Nations Assistance Mission for
Iraq, 2016, published on the official website of the Office of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights, available at the following link:
https://www.ohchr.org/ar/documents/country-reports/call-accountability-and-
protection-yezidi-survivors-atrocities-committed

2. Capacity building for judges, published on the official website of the United
Nations Investigative Team to Promote Accountability for Crimes Committed by
Da'esh/ISIL (UNITAD), at the following link:
https://www.unitad.un.org/ar/capacity_judges AR

3. Joint case building, published on the official website of the United Nations
Investigative Team to Promote Accountability for Crimes Committed by
Da'esh/ISIL (UNITAD), at the following link:
https://www.unitad.un.org/ar/case_building AR

4. Supporting the international prosecution of Da'esh/ISIL members, published
on the official website of the United Nations Investigative Team to Promote
Accountability for Crimes Committed by Da'esh/ISIL (UNITAD), at the
following link: https://www.unitad.un.org/ar/capacity _judges AR

5. Da'esh's destruction of cultural heritage Joint Dialogue Forum between the UN
Investigative Team (UNITAD) and NGOs, Fourth Roundtable Meeting:
https://www.unitad.un.org/ar/news/

6. Camp Speicher: Pattern of Mass Killing and Intent to Kill Massively: A Legal
Assessment of ISIS Crimes at and Around the Presidential Palace Complex in
Tikrit, Report published by the United Nations Investigative Team to Promote
Accountability for Crimes Committed by the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant
(ISIL), June 2024. https://www.unitad.un.org/ar/Speicher_report_publishing AR
7. Tikrit Air Academy (Speicher) Massacre, Fact Sheet, August 2019, available
at: https://www.unitad.un.org/ar/content

8. ISIS Chemical and Biological Weapons Program, Fact Sheet, May 2021,
available at: https://www.unitad.un.org/ar/content

9. Use of ISIS Chemical Weapons a Global Threat: A special event held by the
UNITAD team with Iraq and India at UN Headquarters, June 2023, available at:
https://www.unitad.un.org/ar/news

10. A report published on the UN Security Council Report website, available at:
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/monthly-forecast/2023-12/irag-unitad-php
11. A statement from the Kurdistan Region Presidency, official website of the
Kurdistan Region Presidency of Iraq, available at:
https://gov.krd/arabic/government/the-prime-
minister/activities/posts/2021/april/
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