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Summary:

Between 1950 and 1990, Turkey experienced a series of profound
transformations that affected various political and social spheres, reshaping the
internal structure of both the state and society. This period was marked by
increasing levels of relative openness and an expanding margin of political
pluralism, particularly following the end of certain phases of military rule and the
country’s gradual shift toward a more inclusive democratic approach compared to
previous decades. These developments unfolded within a broader context
characterized by modern economic reforms, rapid social change, and growing
engagement with new political orientations that significantly influenced the
formation of Turkey’s evolving political system.

Amid these shifts, Islamic parties emerged as an important political
component seeking to establish a foothold within the Turkish party landscape,
despite the strict constraints imposed by the Kemalist system, which was founded
on rigid secularism and the exclusion of religious expression from the public sphere.
Nevertheless, Islamic movements and parties succeeded in developing their
intellectual and organizational tools, presenting themselves anew as political actors

capable of responding to both internal and regional developments. This enabled
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them to become an active part of Turkey’s political fabric throughout the four
decades in question.

These parties distinguished themselves by their adaptability in dealing with
state authorities and their ability to adjust to the social and economic changes
shaping Turkish society, which ultimately strengthened their presence and influence.
Over time, they managed to resonate with broader segments of the population,
enhancing their role in political life and laying the groundwork for the emergence of

more organized and influential Islamic-oriented movements in the subsequent

decades.



