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Abstract

The advisory opinion issued by the International
Court of Justice on the obligations of states regarding
climate change, while not legally binding by its nature, is
an important legal instrument that can be used by affected
States, international organizations, and human rights,
environmental, and climate advocates to activate
international responsibility in the field of climate change
and make it a tangible reality in order to protect future
generations from the devastating consequences of this
change. The advisory opinion clearly outlines the
obligations of states to protect the climate by presenting
the legal basis that rests on various sources, including
international agreements, customs, and legal principles.
The Court even went so far as to consider some of these
obligations as (Erga omnes) obligations towards all. The
opinion also clarified the legal consequences of failing to
fulfill  these obligations, such as reparation,
compensation, and restitution.
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