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The Soviet Policy Toward the Iraqi Economy During the Early Years of the First
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Summary:

Iraq's importance to Moscow was due to historical and geostrategic reasons
that were linked to some special features that made it distinct from Soviet ties with
other countries and even some Arab Middle Eastern countries. In addition to Iraqg’s
economic potential and wealth after 1972 and the rise in oil prices that followed,
Iraq became a financial partner and customer for Moscow. What increased Iraq's
importance to Moscow was Egypt's transformation and abandonment of its
friendship and its orientation towards the United States of America, which gave Iraq
importance to the Soviet Union and Iraq became the only remaining tool for its
influence in the region. Its companies began to expand in Irag, the goal being to gain
broader interests in the Gulf region and then revive its economy. This was beneficial
in protecting the political situation from collapse, especially since some features of
changes and demands to amend the economic situation began to appear in

Moscow.
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