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National Defense University for Military Studies And its role in

developing military cognitive capabilities
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Summary:

The National Defense University for Military Studies is a military academic
institution affiliated with the General Staff of the Army, concerned with academic
and institutional education within the Iragi Army. It was established in 1975 as the
Academy of Higher Military Studies, and by July 1976, its name was changed to Al-
Bakr University for Higher Military Studies. Following the events of 2003, it was re-
established under the new name National Defense University, pursuant to a letter
from the Joint Operations Command on June 30, 2006, and officially opened on
October 1, 2006. On October 4, 2010, its name was changed to the National
Defense University for Military Studies. Law No. 4 of 2016, the National Defense
University for Military Studies Law, was issued, regulating the university's operations
and the supervision and management of its affiliated institutions. Its name was
changed again to the National Defense University for Higher Military Studies in
2020, and the following formations are affiliated with it: (National Defense College,
War College, Staff College, Command College, Military College, Institute of

Languages, and Center for Strategic Studies and Research).
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