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Abstract

This study sheds light on a comprehensive critical reading of the death concept
and the afterlife in Ancient Greece, considering it one of the most significance themes
in the Greece religious and philosophical thoughts. The Greece regarded death as a
transitional phase separating the living world o from alternative realm governed
through godly powers, where the souls’ destinies were determined according to decent
and social standards. This study exposes the well-informed background that formed
the Greek perception of the nature of the soul, the association between the earthly life
and the afterlife, along with their conceptions of the criminal and the divine
judgments it requires.

The importance of this study lies in exploring the death and the afterlife in
Ancient Greece via the theoretical beliefs exploration. It likewise encompasses the
careful funerary practices, which created the framework for dealing with the dead in
Greek society. Additionally, it places of interest that these funerary practices were not
simply religious rites, however a figurative system reflecting the cultural and social
dimension of the phenomenon of death. These rituals include the preparation of the
dead body, the Prosthesis (the body ritual display) as a social farewell moment, and
the Ekphora (the funeral march) that characterizes the final transition to the deceased's
resting place. The study also exposes the spiritual dimension represented through the
death fear, in addition the causing counteractive methods, for instance the cemeteries
designation of outside the city walls.

The research assumed a historical-analytical methodology grounded on the
classical study of legendary texts and archaeological indication to deliver a unified
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understanding that combines theoretic conceptions with material appearances. Over
and done with this, the research gives to a deeper understanding of the social and
functional role of funerary rituals, as well as how these burials paid to firming up the
cohesion of Greek society and shaping its religious and cultural identity.

Keywords: Death, Soul, Afterlife, Hades, Funerary Rituals.
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