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The Narrative Mode through the Semantics of Character in Children’s
Literature: A Study of al-‘Asafir Tuqatil The Sparrows Fight by Dr. Jassim
Muhammad Salih as a Model

Assist Lect. Hawraa Hameed Abdullah
General Directorate of Education in Diyala

Ministry of Education

Gmail hawraa.hameed@ec.edu.iq
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Muhammad Salih
Summary:

The choice of character in a narrative text presented to children constitutes a
key to deciphering the narrative mode employed in the text, whether historical,
social, realistic, or science-fictional. This is particularly significant since children’s
literature requires the inclusion of certain scientific and historical facts, as well as
social and cultural concepts, given that it forms part of the tools of upbringing and
education for children. It embodies a portion of the child’s cognitive and cultural
foundation upon which he or she relies in the early stages of schooling. Through
such literature, children are introduced to historical and social figures via the roles
these characters embody in the literary text—whether good or evil—according to
how the text presents them. Accordingly, such characters constitute an important
source of the child’s knowledge reservoir. The collection The Sparrows Fight by Dr.
Jassim Muhammad Salih has been selected as a model, as it acquaints the child with
Arab life and with the hardships suffered by our homeland as a result of occupation,
all presented in a simplified manner suitable to the child’s comprehension, thereby

reinforcing in them the spirit of sacrifice and resistance.
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