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Summary:

Literary autobiography is a genre constructed upon essential artistic
elements, as are other literary forms. Central among these elements are luminous
language, formative imagination, and candid self-disclosure. The fundamental aim
of autobiography, in this sense, is to present its author in direct confrontation with
life, openly articulating the impulses that stirred within, and revealing thoughts,
emotions, and stances as they unfolded.

The significance of this study lies in the convergence of rare and valuable qualities
embodied in Min Sawanih al-Dhikrayat by Hamad al-Jasir, foremost among them
the author’s advanced age, vast knowledge, literary accomplishment, and his
profound role in the events of his era and homeland. Hamad al-Jasir lived for nearly
ninety years and was honored with the title “The Scholar of the Arabian Peninsula.”
This long life was rich and abundant in experience, encompassing travel, desert and
urban life alike, and accompanied by emotions of joy and hardship.

Fate placed al-Jasir at the heart of the major events of his time, supported by a
distinctive and powerfully structured personality, along with a clear and expressive
style in writing and composition. The findings of the study reveal, at their core, al-
Jasir's deep-rooted and pervasive grounding in Islamic law and its upright
methodology. Alongside this foundation lies a heart pulsating with human

belonging—one that responds intensely when harm befalls him or his fellow
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human beings. His attachment to memory remained vibrantly alive; it was never
replaced by a detached or cold acknowledgment of roles played, struggles endured,
or pleasures experienced throughout the stages of his life. A pronounced emphasis
on emotional sensitivity emerges as a truth that cannot be overlooked. This
sensitivity possessed more than one dimension: while al-Jasir perceived it at times as
a form of weakness, it nonetheless functioned—despite its frailty—as an element
he skillfully refined, directed, and elevated in value. He succeeded in employing it to
activate and energize his creative power, thereby contributing significantly to his

literary productivity.



