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Summary:

Arabic literature abounds with foundational heritage texts that epitomize
the nation’s cultural identity. In this context, the discipline of "Tahqiq" (critical
verification of manuscripts) has emerged as a vital science, instrumental in
unearthing and revitalizing these intellectual treasures. Foremost among such works
is "Al-Shi'r wa al-Shu’ara" (Poetry and Poets) by Ibn Qutaybah al-Dinawari (213—
276 AH). Regarded as a cornerstone of Arabic literary criticism and belles-lettres, the
book occupies a prestigious position at the pinnacle of classical heritage. This
significance has prompted numerous scholars and orientalists—notably M. de
Goeje, Ahmad Muhammad Shakir, Sheikh Muhammad Abd al-Mun’im al-Uryan,
and Muhammad Qamiha—to undertake its critical verification.

This research sets out to conduct a comparative tracking of "Al-Shi'r wa al-Shu’ara”
across three distinct editions: those of Ahmad Muhammad Shakir, Sheikh
Muhammad Abd al-Mun‘im al-Uryan, and Muhammad Qamiha. By meticulously
scrutinizing these scholarly efforts and tracing their methodological approaches, this
study concludes that Ahmad Muhammad Shakir's edition stands as the most
authoritative. His work strictly adheres to the rigorous standards of critical
verification and exhibits minimal lapses, a testament to his profound expertise and

lifelong mastery of the art of manuscript editing.
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