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The Grammar Mistake: When is it a deviation and when is it an
evolution$
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Summary:

This study examines the phenomenon of grammatical error in
Arabic from an analytical perspective that seeks to distinguish between
error as a deviation from the established linguistic system and error as a
manifestation of natural linguistic development. The research is based on a
central problem: grammatical error cannot be judged absolutely, but rather
relatively, depending on the adopted norm, the context of use, and the
degree of spread and regularity of the phenomenon. The study combines
the traditional Arabic grammatical view of error—expressed through
concepts such as lahn (solecism), irregularity, analogy, and attested
usage—with modern Arabic linguistic approaches that reconsider the
relationship between rule and usage and view linguistic development as a
gradual process.

The study demonstrates that classical Arabic grammar, despite its normative
character, was aware of the nature of linguistic performance and acknowledged the
possibility of error even in the speech of eloquent speakers. It also distinguished
between rejected error and acceptable variation based on analogy and attested
usage. Furthermore, the study shows that many contemporary grammatical errors

remain genuine deviations because they lack functional justification and systematic
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usage, whereas other phenomena may be interpreted as transitional stages in
linguistic development when they exhibit spread, stability, and the ability to
generate new patterns. The study concludes by emphasizing the need for a balanced
descriptive-analytical approach to grammatical error, one that preserves the integrity

of Standard Arabic while taking into account actual linguistic usage and change.



