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Summary:

The United States National Guard (U.S. National Guard) is regarded as one
of the oldest and most significant military formations in the United States of
America, due to its distinctive organizational and functional characteristics that
combine both civilian and military dimensions, as well as state and federal
authorities. The National Guard emerged in a historical context dating back to the
colonial era, prior to the establishment of the regular U.S. Army, and gradually
evolved into a key auxiliary force within the U.S. national security system. It
performs multiple roles ranging from national defense and participation in overseas
military operations to maintaining internal security and responding to natural
disasters and emergency situations, The importance of studying the U.S. National
Guard stems from the fact that it represents a unique model of what is known as a
“citizen-soldier force,” whereby its members maintain their civilian lives alongside
their military obligations. This dual character has granted the American political
system considerable flexibility in managing military power and achieving a delicate

balance between national security requirements and the preservation of the federal
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nature of the state. Moreover, the dual allegiance of the National Guard—being
subject to the authority of state governors on the one hand and the federal authority
under the leadership of the President of the United States on the other—has made

ita pivotal actor in addressing both internal and external crises.



