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Abstract:
This study presents an applied juristic comparison between
the Imami (Shia) school and the majority (Sunni) schools re-
garding inheritance issues related to ta ib (agnatic succession)
and changes in the shares of heirs. It adopts an analytical-ap-
plied method that highlights the fundamental differences in
the principles of legal reasoning and in the methods of distrib-
uting the estate among heirs.
The research begins by explaining the differences in the sys-
tem and rules of inheritance between the two sides. The ma-
jority divide the heirs into:
1. Those with fixed shares (a ab al-fura ),
2. Agnatic heirs ( a abat),
3. Heirs entitled through radd (return of surplus),
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4. Distant kinship (dhawa al-ar am).

According to this method, those with fixed shares mentioned
in the Qur’an are given precedence, then the remainder is giv-
en to the nearest male agnate, and so on.

On the other hand, the Imamiyya adopt the system of inherit—
ance by classes, without recognizing ta ib. They classify heirs
into three hierarchical classes based on their proximity to the
deceased, and they consider the female relative equal to the
male relative in entitlement.

The study then examines the linguistic and juristic meaning of
ta ib. The majority hold that the remainder of the estate after
fixed shares goes to the closest male agnate, citing the hadith:
“Give the fixed shares to those entitled to them, and whatever
remains goes to the nearest male agnate.” The Imami school,
however, rejects the authenticity of this hadith and bases in-
heritance solely on Qur’anic text, granting inheritance to the
closest relative regardless of gender. Applied examples are
presented to illustrate the practical differences in distribution.

The second section discusses matters related to alterations in
shares, namely:

* Awl (proportional reduction),

* Radd (return of surplus),

* ajb (exclusion),

e irman (complete deprivation).

In cases of awl, the majority reduce the shares proportionately
when the total exceeds the estate, while the Imami school re-
jects awl and applies reduction only to those whose shares can
vary (such as daughters or sisters).

Regarding radd, the majority apply radd to all heirs except the
spouses, while the Imami school applies it only among heirs of
the same class according to their tiered inheritance system.

As for ajb, the Imami approach differs according to several
principles, which the study explains with examples.

In conclusion, the researcher finds that these differences do not
arise from disagreement over Qur’anic text, but rather from
differing approaches to interpretation and legal reasoning in the
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two schools—highlighting the richness of Islamic jurisprudence and

the diversity of its methods in addressing inheritance issues.

Keywords: Imamiyya, Inheritance, Agnatic Succession (Ta ib), Al-
teration of Shares ( Awl and Radd).
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