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The Impact of the Third Gulf War on the Balance of Power in the Middle
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Abstract

Keywor ds
balance- power- strategy

The Middle East is one of the regions most exposed to tremors and instability in the balance of
power system, especially after the American occupation of Iraq in 2003. Since the occupation of
Iraq, the Arab region has been characterized by ambiguity and indeterminacy. A group of changes
have occurred that have put the world and the region on new paths. Regarding the geopolitical
effects, at the level of the international system, international players repositioned themselves in
light of the Iraq War, especially in response to the decline of unilateralism. As for the regional
dimension, in addition to the geopolitical transformations it brought about, the destruction and
rebuilding of Irag, which was a major regional state, had a major impact on the balance of regional
power, which was reflected in the changing landscape of regional powers and alliances in light of
the weakness of Arab ruling systems, and in light of the lack of an active actor to play a balancing
role to the Iranian role in the region, at the same time that Iranian movements in the region are
based on the idea of weakness and contradiction of Arab responses. The occupation of Iraq was in
the interest of major non-Arab regional powers (such as Iran, Turkey, and Israel) in the Middle
East region. However, the Arab revolutions, which took place in the Middle East region, were
expected to have the greatest impact in changing the balance equations. These variables impose a
new form of the balance of power in the Middle East region.
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