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Foundations for Building an Effective Anti-Corruption System :A
Comparative Study of the Experiences of Botswana and Uruguay in Light
of the Iraqi Context
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Summary:

This study examines anti-corruption policies in Botswana and Uruguay as
two successful models for building effective integrity and good governance systems,
and explores the possibility of benefiting from these experiences in the Iraqi context.
The study begins with an assessment of the reality of combating corruption in Iraq,
which is characterized by intertwined political and institutional challenges, most
notably political quota-sharing, weak institutional independence, and an outdated
legal framework. It adopts a comparative analytical approach to identify the key
determinants of success in the two case studies, namely genuine political will, merit-
based administrative reform, the independence of oversight and judicial institutions,
and the promotion of transparency and social accountability. The study concludes
that transferring these experiences cannot be achieved through literal replication,
but rather through adapting their core elements in a manner consistent with Iraq’s
political, legal, and economic specificities. It further emphasizes that building an
effective national anti-corruption system requires comprehensive legislative and
institutional reform that integrates accountability, transparency, and administrative
reform, thereby enhancing public trust and consolidating the principles of good

governance.
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