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Administrative response to electoral crime in Iraqi law
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Summary:

Electoral crime is a sensitive and significant crimes that impacts the electoral
process. It manifests as actions and behaviors that undermine the freedom, integrity,
security, and transparency of the electoral process, compromising its fairness and
casting doubt on its results. Due to the relatively recent emergence of the term
(electoral crime) , Legal scholarship, electoral legislation, constitutions, and election
management authorities have all failed to provide a comprehensive definition of this
issue , This difficulty has driven us to conduct research and analysis on the subject,
with a view to defining it and determining the underlying motivations for its
adoption , and explore how it is addressed and confronted both legislatively and by
the electoral administration through the exercise of its administrative powers in
managing the electoral process. Therefore, the researcher concludes that the
electoral administration, represented by the Independent High Electoral
Commission, addresses electoral crime through regulations, instructions,
procedures, and codes of conduct. The Commission also addresses it through
electoral complaints and appeals. Furthermore, the Iragi electoral legislator treats the
mere attempt to commit an electoral crime as punishable by the same penalty as a
completed crime. Finally, the legislation protects public funds from being spent on
campaigns. Regarding the electoral process, the researcher recommended:
establishing a comprehensive definition of the term (electoral crime), increasing the
sanction to a felony rather than a misdemeanor depending on the act or conduct,
expanding the authority of electoral center officials in Iraqi governorates to
adjudicate and resolve complaints and impugn related to electoral crimes within
their governorates instead of referring them to the councile of Commissioners at the
central office in Baghdad, and urging the Independent High Electoral Commission to
For the purpose of educating voters and enhancing their awareness to prevent
electoral crimes through all possible means .
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