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The psychological needs of kindergarten children and their relationship
to the professional competence of teachers
Muayad H. Aljumaili
Childhood & Motherhood Research Center« University of Diyala
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Abstract:

The current study aimed to identify the level of psychological needs
among kindergarten children from the perspective of their teachers«< and to
identify the level of professional competencies among kindergarten teachers.
The research also aimed to determine the strength and direction of the
correlation between psychological needs and professional competencies
among kindergarten teachers. The study was conducted on a sample of 100
teachers from government kindergartens in Baquba. Two instruments were
used in this study: the first was the Psychological Needs Scale for
Kindergarten Children«< developed by Al-Sarsi and Abdul-Magsoud (2000)«
for which validity and reliability were established; the second was the
Professional Competencies Scale for Kindergarten Teachers (Gallego &
Caingcoy« 2020)¢ after its translation and standardization for the Iraqi
context by the researchers. The study concluded that there is a high level of
psychological needs among kindergarten children< with the need for
competence and the need for independence ranking first and second:
respectively« at a high level. The need for belonging ranked third at a
moderate level. The study also concluded that kindergarten teachers possess
a high level of professional competencies among kindergarten teachers. High
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levels of competence were observed in the areas of (content knowledge and
teaching methods)« (learning environment and learner diversity): and
(assessment and reporting). Competencies in (curriculum and planning) were
at an average level. The results also showed a weak negative correlation
between psychological needs and (competencies in content knowledge and
teaching methods)< (competencies in learning environment and learner
diversity)c and (competencies in curriculum and planning)< and no
correlation between psychological needs and (competencies in assessment
and reporting).

Keywords: Psychological needs¢ Kindergarten Children« Professional
Competencies« Teachers.
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