Journal of Al-Farahidi’s Arts, No: 64 P:(ll) 21-43

Doi: https://doi.org/10.25130/jfa.18.64.2.2

Ahmed Aboud Aziz Jalout Al-Lahibi
E-Mail: ahmed78abood@gmail.com

P-1SSN : 2074-9554 | E-ISSN: 2663-811
Journal of Al-Farahidi's Arts

Tatirnal Af Al Crahadic

The Dialectic of the Self and the Other in the
Poetry of Al-Wa’wa’ Al-Dimashqi (d. 390 AH)

Keywords:
Dialectic, binaries, opposition, self, other, Al-Wa’wa’, Al-Dimashqi.
Article history:

Received 11/1/2026
Received in revised form 8/2/2026
Accepted 10/2/2026
Available online 29/3/2026

E-mail Jaa@ tu.edu.iq

©THIS AN OPEN ACCESS ARTICLE UNDER
THE CCBY LICENSE
http:// creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0

ABSTRACT

The majority of Arabic poetry stems from the depth of thought, what
memory has left behind, or influential accumulations, or what is
formed from events—whether ancient or modern—all of which drive
the expression of emotional states. Through this, subjectivity and
alterity (the self and the other) emerge. The presence of the self and
the other in Arabic poetry is an old literary phenomenon and is not
limited to a specific era, as some scholars believe that it is a product
of the modern era. Al-Wa’wa’ Al-Dimashqi has a significant share in
this matter; for the nature of the Arab poet is distinguished by
sensitivity, pride, a sense of superiority, and a kind of confidence that
makes the emergence of individuality and uniqueness clear and
explicit, without fear or hesitation. The dialectic and problematic
nature of the binary opposition (the self and the other) in Al-
Wa’wa’’s poetry comes in a distinctive and unique form with a
beautiful application that deserves study and attention.

As for the method or approach, it is objective and relies on extracting
the binary opposition (self / other), clarifying its significance, and
what relates to the poet in terms of creativity, poetic experience, and
output—all of which are purely the subject of the study.
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