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Musical Concepts in the Science of Badi’

Furat Alwan Owaiz, Ph.D
Mustansiriyah University\ College of Education

furatalwan@uomustansiriyah.edu.iq

Abstract

The musicality of Badi' (rhetorical figures) represents one of the most
prominent aesthetic dimensions in Arabic poetry, owing to its inherent
rhythmic and phonetic elements. Accordingly, this research investigates the
impact of the rhetorical structure—with its underlying semantics and
connotations—through the interaction of words and vocabulary. This
connection substantially helps to enhancing and highlighting the musical and
rhythmic aspects inside literary writings. Hence, the research focuses on the
impact of Badi' musicality on both the rhythm of the poetic text and the
poetic experience of chosen poets.

This necessitates an elucidation of the concepts of Badi' and
"musicality," alongside an examination of rhetoricians' perspectives on these
two concepts. Subsequently, the research addresses the significance of
musical analysis, the profound attention this concept has garnered among
both classical and modern scholars, its efficacy in refining and embellishing
speech, and its psychological impact on the human psyche and temperament.

The research emphasizes on the investigation and evaluation of three
distinct rhetorical figures: Repetition (Takrar), Paronomasia (Jinas), and
Antithesis (Tadadd). By offering example poetic extracts for each, the study
seeks to identify the tremendous influence of these personalities on the
musicality of poetry. Consequently, this prompts a re-evaluation of the
concept of poetic musicality beyond the traditional confines of prosody (‘Ilm
al-‘Arud). This is based on the premise that the musical flow generated by
poetry transcends formal meter, evoking a profound sense of aesthetic
pleasure and emotional resonance that surpasses the mere structural
constraints of poetic meters (Buhur) and their metrical feet (Taf'ilat). Indeed,
Muslim philosophers and other scholars have historically conceptualized
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poetry as a language of evocation and imagination—a specialized linguistic
application rather than a mere numerical meter formulated by a sequential
arrangement of vocalized and unvocalized consonants (movements and
pauses) in speech.

Keywords: Badi' (Rhetorical figures), Musicality, Repetition (Takrar),
Paronomasia (Jinas), Antithesis (Tadadd).
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