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Abstract
That of the River Rhine great importance because of the
unique geographical locatioh which overlooks mahy of the
European countries so has seeh the lands on both sides a lot of
historical evehts and important that been addressed in this
research since inbabited by Germanic tribes territory then became
then From within the territory of the Romaniah empire holy has
Rhine has Seen many wars especially between France and
Germany , This paper discusses these historical developments in
the Rhine until the end of the first world war 1916.
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Abstract

It becomes clear through the study that the policy which
France has followed in post-World war | era to keep Germany
weak to maintain the French security from the Germans was
failure. Its strategy was defensive by depending on the
construction of forts like Maginot Line on the German-French
border which was not the right option to stop Germany from
carrying out its aggressive policy towards France later.

Germany has violated the terms of Versailles Covenant as
well as Locano agreements is the best evidence of the failure of
these treaties to keep peace in Europe, and the failure of the
collective security policy adopted by Britain with the rest of the
countries. These countries could make any movement to confront
the Nazi threat, justifying it by the keeping of peace and the
necessity of depending of the League of Nations to solve the
problems. The league also proved its failure.

The political development which Europe has witnessed
proved its failure in the 1930s, especially in the international
crises like the Crisis of Abyssinia in encouraging Hitler to speed
up his plan to enter the Rhine after he revealed the weak situation
which both Britain and France adopted towards Italy and the
collapse of Stresa Front. It becomes clear for him that these
countries are not ready to face Germany militarily and would
suffice to the Political response which was proved true later.

France has lost an opportunity to stop Germany by not
taking a firm attitude towards it, and depended on British attitude.
France could have reiterated to Germany without obtaining
support of another country, because the French Army
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outnumbered the German Army in weapons and soldiers.
However, the French government preferred to ask the assistance
of another country. In addition to that the negative impact of the
French military institution. The leaders of the French military
institution misled the public with the information because they
thought France need another years to prepare for a war with
Germany. Also, they stressed the government towards the
improvement of the army and developing it.

The British insistence to follow the relaxing policy towards
Germany during the crisis was because of its continuance not to
enter in a war because of the internal and external political
situation then. In addition to the weakening of Germany in a way
that makes France appear as the strongest power in Europe.

The Rhine crisis revealed that failure of the alliance policy
which franc and its allies followed, as Belgium declared its
neutrality and withdrew from the treaty signed with France. This
led to a strategic problem with France, in addition to the negative
attitude adopted by Alliance and Italy during the crises.

The Rhine crisis affirmed the political position of Hitler
both inside and outside Germany. The German support of the Nazi
attitude was stronger because of the capability to arm the Rhine
and construction to restore the glory of German as an effective
state.

The negative attitudes taken by each of France and Britain
and the alliance states in addition to Belgium encouraged Hitler to
go on in carrying out the expansionist policy towards the East. He
formed Rome-Berlin axis after occupying the Rhine. Europe had
witnessed political crisis and events like the annexation of Austria,
the Czechoslovakian crisis and the holding of Munich conference
in 1938 as a result of the external aggressive polices followed by
Hitler, and the disappointing attitude of the Great Powers which
led to the break out of World War 1.
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