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Economic Measures and Their Impact on Iraq during the Era of the Qara
Qoyunlu and Aq Qoyunlu (814-914 AH / 1411-1508 CE)
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Abstract
Keywords This research concludes that the economic measures implemented in Iraq
'[;?eFr’rf;‘c‘;tlra hic. Iradi during the reign of the Qara Qoyunlu and Ag Qoyunlu states represented a serious
Societ%/, Econ’omig attempt to reorganize resources within a turbulent political environment. These
Measures, Qara powers relied on the Soyurghal system as a primary tool for land management—a
Qoyunlu and Aq feudal system that granted military and tribal leaders extensive financial and
Qoyunlu, Soyurghal judicial authorities over Iragi provinces. This led to a radical transformation in the
System. structure of land ownership and the emergence of an influential class that

monopolized economic rents, operating largely beyond central oversight. On the
other hand, the drive for financial stability was manifested through Ilegislative
reforms led by Sultan Uzun Hassan through the enactment of his Qanun-name.
This code marked a turning point in the region's administrative history by
codifying taxes and determining the rates of Kharaj and Tamgha to protect local
producers and curb financial abuses, which in turn restored confidence in urban
markets.

Regarding productive sectors, the study demonstrates that Iraq maintained its
identity as an international commercial hub despite persistent military challenges.
Cities such as Baghdad, Basra, and Mosul continued to serve as vital
intermediaries in the caravan trade and the flow of goods from the East toward
Western markets. This provided the state with stable tax revenues that supported
urban infrastructure and religious and educational endowments. Although the
agricultural sector fluctuated due to the ruling powers' preoccupation with warfare
and the occasional neglect of irrigation systems, the security measures enforced
along trade routes and the stability of the coinage helped Irag remain a vital
economic artery. In conclusion, the research proves that these impacts were not
fleeting; rather, the financial and fiscal systems established particularly during the
Agq Qoyunlu era laid the foundational stones for the administrative regulations
later adopted by the Ottoman Empire in Irag. This underscores the structural
importance of this era in shaping modern Iragi economic history.
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