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This study aims to explore the stylistic structure in the poetry of Abu al-Ala’ al-

Maarri through a phonological and syntactic analysis of his well-known poem
“Ala fi Sabeel al-Majd”. The poem represents one of the finest examples of his
wisdom poetry, marked by philosophical depth, linguistic precision, and a
distinctive stylistic imprint. The research adopts a descriptive—analytical stylistic
method supported by quantitative observations to uncover the semantic values
generated by the linguistic structures of the text. The first section examines the
phonological level, addressing both external rhythm—represented by meter and
rhyme—and internal rhythm manifested in phonetic harmony, sound patterns,
and the distribution of phonological units. These elements collectively
contribute to shaping the reflective and philosophical tone of the poem. The
second section analyzes the syntactic level, highlighting nominal and verbal
sentence structures, pronominal shifts, emphatic constructions, genitive
formations, and various rhetorical devices. The study demonstrates how these
syntactic deviations contribute to the uniqueness of al-Maarri’s style. The
findings indicate that al-Maarri employs language as an instrument of thought
rather than merely a medium of expression. His style is characterized by
meticulous lexical selection, precise phonological organization, and purposeful
syntactic deviation, all of which reveal a profound philosophical vision

embodied in a structurally coherent and stylistically distinctive poetic text.

Keywords: Stylistics, Abu al-Ala’ al-Maarri, rhythm, phonological structure,

syntactic structure, deviation, Saqt al-Zand
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