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The Influence of the Sumerian Language and Cuneiform Writing on
Arabic and Aramaic: A Comparative Study in Light of Historical
Precedence and Civilizational Impact

Ahmed Mohammed Saadoun Al-Moussawi
Abstract

This research investigates the foundational role of the Sumerian language and
cuneiform writing in the earliest stages of recorded history in Mesopota-
mia, considering them the oldest known linguistic and scriptural system in
human civilization. The study compares Sumerian with Aramaic and Ara-
bic in terms of historical origins, functions of writing, and broader cultural
meanings.

The research employs a comparative historical approach supported by linguis-
tic and archaeological evidence. It examines three main dimensions: the
chronological precedence of Sumerian, the nature of the cuneiform writing
system, and the pathways of indirect cultural influence across the ancient
Near East.

The study argues that Sumerian was not merely a communicative language
but an intellectual framework that structured administration, ritual, and
knowledge production. Cuneiform writing is presented as a transformative
technological and cultural achievement that enabled the accumulation and
transmission of human experience over millennia.

While Aramaic and Arabic developed as independent Semitic languages, the
research shows that they emerged within a cultural environment deeply
shaped by Mesopotamian traditions of documentation, governance, and
religious thought.

The paper concludes that understanding the origins of Sumerian writing is
essential for a more nuanced interpretation of the linguistic and cultural
history of the ancient Near East, viewing it as a dynamic network of long-
term interactions rather than a simple linear progression.
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