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Academic rhetorical achievement in the science of meanings (evaluative
study)

Dr. Hawraa Ibrahim Jasim
Abstract

This study examines the academic rhetorical achievement in the science of
meanings one of the core disciplines of Arabic rhetoric—through an evalu-
ative approach. It aims to investigate the extent to which rhetorical con-
cepts are employed, the accuracy of identifying rhetorical terminology,
and the precision of its procedural application in contemporary academic
studies. The analysis is based on selected samples from university doctoral
dissertations. The study seeks to highlight areas of merit, particularly the
informed engagement with the classical rhetorical heritage and the mod-
ernization of analytical tools, while also diagnosing areas of deficiency,
most notably the dominance of a descriptive approach, the weakness of
rhetorical reasoning, and the disjunction between theoretical frameworks
and applied analysis. The study concludes that a number of academic
works, represented by doctoral dissertations from some Baghdad universi-
ties, present rigorous models in dealing with the rhetorical terminology of
the science of meanings adhering to its classical principles and applying
them effectively to textual analysis. In contrast, other models reveal sig-
nificant shortcomings, chiefly manifested in a lack of analytical depth and
an inadequate activation of the functional role of rhetorical terminology.

Keywords: academic achievement, rhetorical evaluation, evaluation of Se-
mantics.
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