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The impact of a mentoring program on improving the professional
performance of kindergarten teachers
Dr.manar Jabbar rkadhim
University of Wasit/ College of Basic Education

Abstract

The profession of kindergarten teacher and its inservice
professional development ensure a high level of performance and
governing professional ethics. It enables teachers to interact seriously
and creatively with the various aspects of the information technology
age and develop their roles in line with 21st—century skills and the scale
of the challenges they face (Hafnic 2015¢ p. 29). Therefore« a guidance
program is necessary to develop teachers' professional capabilities and
help them address the obstacles they encounter during the children's
learning process. The current research proposes a set of procedures to
improve the performance of kindergarten teachersc consisting of a
professional performance scale for teachers comprising (30) items
distributed across three domains (rational« technical. and social)c and a
guidance program for improving teachers' professional performance
consisting of 7 sessions. This program was implemented with
kindergarten teachers after administering the numerical scale. Teachers
with weak performance were selected and presented with the guidance
program. They were then into two: an of (20) to ensure the program's
effectiveness. The research hypotheses were confirmed: showing that
the program improved teacher performance« with the post-test results
favoring the experimental group. Recommendations: — draw attention
educational policymakers in the Ministry of Education responsible for
developing staff performance« especially kindergarten teachers« given its
significant impact on the learning process« in order to modify curricula to
include child—appropriate activities and enhance extracurricular activities

in kindergartens. Suggestions: — Conducting a similar study to the
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current one with kindergarten students. which would be beneficial for
those working in kindergartens. — Creating individual development plans
to identify strengths and weaknesses. — Providing training for teachers
to enhance their professional skills.
Keywords:Guidance program: Professional performance of female
teachers: Kindergarten teacher.
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