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ABSTRACT:

This study provides a contribution to the field of ‘Ilm al-Rijal (Science of Narrators) by examining the
foundational efforts of Imam Isa ibn Yunus (d. 187 AH) in standardizing the nominal identifiers of
narrators, encompassing their given names, patronymics (Kunya), and lineages. The research problem
stems from the critical need for precise biographical identification as a prerequisite for the critical
evaluation of transmission chains (Isnad) and the authentication of prophetic traditions (Hadith). The
methodology employed an inductive approach, tracing and compiling Imam Isa's critiques from primary
biographical dictionaries (Kutub al-Rijal), followed by analytical comparison with the opinions of other
classical scholars to delineate his methodology and impact. The research was structured into two main
themes: the first analyzing his standardization of names and patronymics, and the second his
standardization of lineages and epithets. The study yielded several key findings: The opinions of Imam
Isa ibn Yunus were characterized by remarkable precision and methodological innovation, often relying
on field verification and direct inquiry, as evidenced in his confirmation of the lineage of "Waki' bin
'Adas." Furthermore, the results establish Imam Isa's pioneering role in determining and authenticating
the patronymics of certain narrators, with his judgments becoming authoritative references for
subsequent scholars. A notable example is the kunya "Abu 'Amir" for Abdullah bin Amir Al-Aslami,
which Al-Bukhari himself attributed to Isa ibn Yunus's verification. These findings underscore the
esteemed scholarly status of Imam Isa ibn Yunus and the significant impact of his efforts in establishing
rigorous critical principles for narrator evaluation.
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