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Abstract

Hisham ibn al-Hakam al-Kaft is widely regarded as one of the most
influential figures in the formative period of Imami kalam, whose intellectual
emergence in the second Islamic century marked a pivotal shift in Shi't
doctrinal thought from purely transmitted argumentation to systematically
reasoned theological discourse. Grounded in this significance, the present
study seeks to investigate Hisham’s intellectual formation, assess his
epistemological contributions, and analyze his pivotal role in the
institutionalization of rational argumentation within the Imami theological
framework. Drawing upon historical-analytical and inductive methodologies,
the research explores Hisham’s association with Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq (A),
his engagement in dialectical debates with adversarial schools such as the
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Mu‘tazila, Khawarij, and Christian theologians, and his gradual evolution
from a disciple to a formative architect of Imam1 rational theology. The
findings indicate that Hisham functioned not merely as a skilled polemicist
but as a foundational theorist who introduced a structured argumentative
approach to concepts such as tawhid and imamah, thereby shaping the
intellectual trajectory of Shi‘1kalam. The study concludes that Hisham ibn al-
Hakam represents a transitional figure who bridged revelatory transmission
with rational inquiry, fostering a sophisticated discursive tradition that
contributed decisively to the maturation of Islamic theological thought within
the Shi‘1 milieu.

Keywords: Hisham ibn al-Hakam, Imam1 kalam, Ja'far al-Sadiq, rational
theology, imamah, Mu "tazilism, tawhid, Sh1'1 intellectual history, theological
disputation, Islamic dialectics.
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