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The Relative pronoun and the Relative Clause in Arabic and Hebrew (A
comparative study)

Acidproof. Sabah Mahdi Abdullah

Centre for Strategic and International Studies- University of Baghdad

Abstract

This study examines the relative pronoun and the relative clause in both Ara-
bic and Hebrew. The nature of the topic has required the adoption of a
comparative linguistic approach in order to identify the areas of similarity
and difference between the two languages on the one hand¢ and to deter-
mine the distinctive features of each on the other. This is explored through
the forms of relative pronouns¢ the structure of the relative clause« and
the conditions governing the presence or omission of the resumptive pro-
noun. The linguistic phenomena in both languages have been compared
and analyzed¢ supported by examples from the Holy Qur’an for Arabice
with grammatical observations noted where applicable« and by examples
from the Torah for Hebrew whenever required. The study concludes with

a presentation of the main findings and results obtained.
Keywords: Relative pronoun¢ Relative clause¢« Arabic language< Hebrew

language¢« Semitic languages
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