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PERCENTAGE OF YIELD COMPONENTS LOSS OF
THREE COTTON CULTIVARS DUE TO INFESTATION BY
THE TWO SPOTTED SPIDER MITE Tetranychus urticae
KOCH (Acari: Tetranychidae )

S. S. Al-Dahwi* S. H. Sameer* A. A. Ali**
ABSTRACT

Several field experiments were undertaken to evaluate the influence of
the two spider mite Tefranychus urticae Koch on amount of yield loss of three
cotton cultivars grown in Iraq, Lashata, Cocker and Ashur. Results indicated
that the spider mite was present on the three cultivars during their growing
season in the field. However, the peak of infestation occurred during August
/2007. The cultivar Lashata was the most sensitive host to spider mite infestation
,followed be Cocker and then Ashur cultivar .The means of eggs, nymphs ,and
adults mite on Lashata cultivar during the peak period were,242.1 ,153.4 and
76.3 individual/ leaf respectively .The population density of the three stages on
Ashur cultivar were respectively, 68.3, 42.2 and 23.7 individual/leaf. The Lashata
cultivar showed superiority in earliness and characters of yield component
compare to Cocker and Ashur cultivars. However, its sensitivity to spider mite
infestation had significant influences on yield components . Percentages of yield
losses were, 70, 55 and 35 %for Lashata, Cocker and Ashur cultivars
respectively.
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