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Iraqi-Turkish Relations and Their Impact on Managing the
Cross-Border Displacement Issue 2013 -2022

Muhammed Humadi Nidaa
University of Anbar - Central Library

Abstract:

This research focuses on studying Iraqi-Turkish relations during the
period from 2013 to 2022, and analyzing their direct and indirect impact on
cross-border migration between Iraq and Turkey. This period witnessed
fundamental strategic shifts, including the escalation of security issues and
their entanglement with economic and water-related matters, as well as the
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expansion of Turkey's geopolitical role in northern Iraq. This coincided with
large-scale displacement resulting from the war against the Islamic State
(ISIS), ongoing Turkish military operations, economic pressures, and the
impact of climate change and water scarcity.

The research also highlighted those fluctuating bilateral relations between
Baghdad and Ankara had a direct impact on Turkey’s policies toward
displaced Iraqis and on Iraq’s ability to manage its borders and the needs of
the affected population. The research emphasizes that managing cross-border
displacement requires a balance between security dimensions, economic
policies, and humanitarian protection, with ongoing coordination between
local and international actors.

Keywords: Iraqi-Turkish border, Cross-border displacement, Regional
security, Displacement dynamics, Geopolitical analysis.
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