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Abstract

This study examines the impact of Buyid hegemony (334-447 AH /
945-1055 CE) on the upper strata of Iraqi society and analyzes its broader
social, economic, and political repercussions. It seeks to assess how the
consolidation of Buyid authority reshaped the structure and function of

elite groups within Iragq.

The research investigates the principal components of the upper class,
beginning with the caliphs and princes, whose political authority and
symbolic  standing declined markedly following the Buyids’
monopolization of power. It then addresses the office of the vizierate,
whose institutional position weakened as ministerial appointments came
under direct Buyid control, resulting in the ascendancy of the Buyid vizier
over the caliphal counterpart. The study further considers the Ashraf
(notably the Alids), who appear to have been comparatively less affected
by the prevailing instability in Iraq and Persia, particularly given the

political alignment of certain Alid factions with Buyid rule.

With regard to military leadership, Buyid policies generated sustained
rivalry between the Daylamite and Turkish commanders within the military
establishment. The study evaluates the extent to which this intra-elite
conflict influenced the cohesion and status of the upper class in Iraqi

society.

Overall, Buyid dominance left a discernible imprint on urban civil life
and on the interconnected social, economic, and political spheres that

structured it. The central research problem stems from the tendency of
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historical sources to concentrate predominantly on the political
developments in Baghdad during the Buyid period, while offering
comparatively limited insight into the structural effects of Buyid rule on

Iraq’s upper social strata.

Methodologically, the study adopts a critical analytical approach
grounded in the systematic examination and evaluation of historical
narratives in order to achieve a comprehensive understanding of the subject

and its complexities.
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