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Compensation For Damages Resulting from A Breach of
Digital Privacy- A Comparative Study Between the European

General Data Protection Regulation and Iraqi Civil Law
Salman Ali Humadi
Ministry of Education- General Directorate of Education of Anbar-
Al-Garmah Education Department
Abstract:

Digital privacy has become one of the most significant rights inherent to
the human personality in light of the accelerating digital transformation and
the unprecedented expansion in the use of modern communication
technologies and social media platforms. This development has led to an
increasing number of violations involving personal data and individuals’
private information. Such a reality has produced complex forms of harm that
extend beyond material loss to include damage to personal reputation,
psychological security, and loss of control over personal data, along with the
resulting social and professional consequences.

Violations of digital privacy raise precise legal challenges concerning the
adequacy of traditional rules of civil liability in addressing newly emerging
forms of harm, particularly moral and informational damage, in addition to the
difficulties related to proof and the assessment of compensation within a
digital environment characterized by rapid dissemination and the difficulty of
erasing digital traces. These violations also require reconsideration of the
standards governing fault, damage, and causation, as well as the potential need
to adopt more flexible or stricter legal rules depending on the nature of the
actor (individual, platform, or data controller) and their preventive obligations.

The study concludes that violations of digital privacy constitute a direct
infringement of personality rights, entitling the injured party to compensation
once the violation and the resulting moral, psychological, or informational
harm are established, even in the absence of tangible material damage. It
further highlights the necessity of adopting diverse forms of remedies,
including cessation of the violation and removal of its effects alongside
financial compensation. Moreover, there is a need to develop the national
legislative framework in line with international standards for digital privacy
protection and to strengthen the role of the judiciary in assessing compensation
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in a manner that ensures deterrence and fairness while keeping pace with rapid

technological developments.

Keywords: Digital Privacy, Personal Data Violation, Civil Liability, Moral
Damage, Compensation, Legal Protection.
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