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Spatial and Cultural Space in the Poetry of al-Kumayt ibn Zayd al-
Asadi:The Dialectic of Reception and Poetic Style in the Umayyad
Era

Assistant Professor Dr. Bahjat Muhjir Habash al-Tu‘mah
Southern Technical University

Abstract

The poetry of al-Kumayt ibn Zayd al-Asadi (60-126 AH) represents one of the most
prominent poetic corpora of the Umayyad period, as it embodies political, social, and religious
themes deeply rooted in the historical and cultural context of its time. Despite the considerable
attention this body of poetry has received in previous scholarship, most studies have been limited
to rhetorical analysis or the examination of overt political discourse, often overlooking the spatial
and cultural dimensions that contributed to the formation of these texts and shaped their
reception among audiences.
This study is based on the premise that poetic texts cannot be fully understood in isolation from
the spatial environments in which they emerged or from the local cultures surrounding their
audiences. It adopts a geo-cultural approach that integrates literary criticism with spatial analysis
of the cities and regions in which al-Kumayt lived or where his poetry circulated, such as Kufa,
Basra, the Hijaz, and the Levant. This approach involves analyzing the social, political, and
cultural characteristics of each environment, as well as examining the influence of customs,
beliefs, and tribal and political affiliations on the interpretation of symbols and texts, while
linking these factors to patterns of poetic reception.
The study highlights the dialectical relationship between place and poetic meaning,
demonstrating how geographical and cultural spaces contributed to shaping imagery and
rhetorical symbols, as well as guiding audience interpretation. It argues that al-Kumayt’s poetry
should not be viewed merely as political or rhetorical discourse, but rather as a living cultural
document that reflects the interaction between text and its spatial and cultural environments. In
doing so, the study underscores the decisive role of these environments in the formation of poetic
meaning and style in the Umayyad period, thereby addressing a clear gap in previous scholarship
and offering a multidimensional reading of early Islamic poetic texts.
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