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The Principle of State Continuity and Its Role in Safeguarding

the Rights of Future Generations
Dr. Mohammed Salih Sabir
University of Kirkuk- College of Law and Political Science
Abstract:

This study examined the constitutional principle of state continuity and
its role in safeguarding future generations’ rights. It highlighted that state
continuity ensures the enduring legal identity of the state and compels
authorities to consider the long-term effects of their actions, preserving
resources and rights for future citizens. By comparing the Iraqi constitution
(which lacks explicit provisions) with Tunisia’s 2014 constitution (which
explicitly created a Sustainable Development and Future Generations
Commission), the study showed that explicit constitutional guarantees and
institutions provide stronger protection. It concluded that while general
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constitutional principles offer a theoretical basis for protecting future rights,

explicit text and institutional safeguards (such as dedicated articles or

independent bodies) are essential for effective realization of those protections.

Keywords: State continuity, Future generation’s rights, Sustainable
development, Constitutional guarantees.
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