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Abstract

This study aims to compile the narrators whom Imam Abu Bakr ibn Abi Shaybah al-‘Absi judged to be
weak, whether through explicit statements or critical indications implying disparagement, and to
examine them through a scholarly approach based on inductive, analytical, and comparative
methods.The research includes a concise biographical account of Imam Abu Bakr ibn Abi Shaybah,
highlighting his scholarly contributions and hisstandingin thedisciplines of al -jarh wa al-ta‘dil (narrator
criticism and validation). It then identifies the narrators he deemed weak, presents the specific
expressions he used regarding them, and analyzes the critical implications of those expressions. The
study further compares the Imam’s judgments with those of other early critics —such as Imam Ahmad
ibn Hanbal, Yahya ibn Ma‘in, Abu Hatim, al-Bukhari, and others —to determine the extent of agreement
or instances of independent assessment. The study concludes that Imam Abu Bakr ibn Abi Shaybah was,
in general, a moderate critic who did not frequently engage in disparagement. When he did judge a
narrator to be weak, it was based on sound hadith-related reasons. The research also demonstrates that
his assessments constitute an important source for evaluating narrators, particularly when they concur

with the judgments of the leading early hadith critics
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Dr. ‘Abd Allah Ahmad Sulayman al-
Hamad. Dar al-‘Asima, Riyadh, 1st ed.,
1410 AH.

. al-Tarkh al-Kabir (The Major History), by
Imam Muhammad ibn Isma‘l ibn lbrahim
ibn al-Mughira al-Bukhari (d. 256 AH).
Published by Da’irat al-Maarif al-
‘Uthmaniyya, Hyderabad-Deccan, under
the supervision of Muhammad °‘Abd al-
Mu Khan, n.d.

. Tarkh al-Islham wa Wafayat al-Mashahir
wa al-A‘lam (History of Islam and Deaths
of Notable Figures), by Shams al-Din Abu
‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn
‘Uthman al-Dhahabi (d. 748 AH). Edited
and annotated by Dr. Bashshar ‘Awwad
Ma‘raf. Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, Beirut, 1st
ed., 2003.

. al-Tarkh al-Kabir, Known as Tarikh Ibn

Abt Khaythama — Volume Three, by Abu
Bakr ibn Abi Khaythama (d. 279 AH).
Edited by Salah ibn Fathi Hallal. al-Fariq
al-Hadttha Publishing, Cairo, Ist ed., 2004.

. Historical Reports from Abu Zakariyya
Yahya ibn Ma‘mn, narrated by Aba al-Fadl
al-‘Abbas ibn Muhammad ibn Hatim al-
Durt, studied, arranged, and edited by Dr.
Ahmad Muhammad Nur Sayf Center for
Scientific Research and Revival of Islamic
Heritage, Mecca, 1sted., 1979.

History of the City of Damascus and the
Merits of Its Inhabitants, by Abu al-Qasim
‘Al ibn al-Hasan ibn Hibat Allah ibn ‘Abd
Allah al-Shafi', known as Ibn ‘Asakir
(499-571 AH). Edited by Muhibb al-Din
Abu Sa‘d ‘Umar ibn Gharama al-‘Amrawi.
Dar al-Fikr, 1995.

al-Huffaz  (Memorial of the
Hadith Masters), by Shams al-Dmn
Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Uthman al-
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