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Research Summary :This research addresses the preventive function of criminal law:«
with the aim of highlighting the centrality of prevention as a fundamental objective of
criminal policy« while examining its effectiveness in light of Iraqi legislation and judicial
practice« The research is based on the premise that prevention is not limited to the
existence of deterrent texts alone« but rather requires an integrated system that combines
clear legislation¢ fair implementation< qualified punitive alternatives< and social and
economic programs that correct the structural motives for crime. The research highlights

the balance and imbalance between the effectiveness of preventive measures and the
preservation of the principles of legitimacy and fundamental rights.
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The preventive function« in essence« seeks to prevent crime before it occurs through a
package of measures and procedures adopted by the state and society« including
legislation and social policies¢ awareness and education programs¢ economic
development¢ and the promotion of social justice. The effectiveness of this function
remains dependent on several factors« including: the level of societal responsiveness to
laws and policies« the existence of a social and economic environment conducive to
crime prevention< and the efficiency of relevant agencies in enforcing laws and
prosecuting violators. In light of these developments« criminal law is no longer limited to
the function of punishment and deterrence after the crime has occurred. Rather« it now
plays a proactive role aimed at disrupting the mechanisms and causes that lead to
criminal acts before they occur.

Keywords: Preventive function< criminal prevention« Iragi penal code« alternatives to
punishment.
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1) James Edwards, “Theories of Criminal Law,” Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, August 6, 2018,

Stanford University. Available at:

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/criminal-law..
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