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Abstract:

This research examines the geopolitical shifts driven by the rising populist
movements in European Union member states. It posits that these movements,
by emphasizing national sovereignty and opposing deeper integration,
undermine European solidarity and complicate the formulation of a unified
foreign policy. The consequences manifest as protectionist tendencies, a
reevaluation of traditional alliances, and selective openness to rival global
powers. The geopolitical impact of populism varies between Eastern and
Western Europe, and between far-right and left-wing populist parties. The
research concludes by projecting the long-term risks of fragmenting a unified
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European stance and a potential shift in the continent's geopolitical center of

gravity.
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