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Space in the short story

of Mahmoud Yaqoub as a model
M. M. Zain Al-Abidin Muhammad Hussein
zynalabdynm414@gmail.com

Ministry of Education — General Directorate
of Education in Babylon
Abstract

This research aims to study narrative space in the short story by
analyzing selected examples from the stories of writer Yagoub
Jawad. Jawad is one of the literary voices who employed narrative
space in an artistic manner that highlights his vision of reality and
reveals the depth of his human experience. The research sheds
light on how Jawad activates spatial, temporal, psychological, and
social space in his texts, and the symbolic and suggestive
connotations these spaces carry that contribute to deepening
meaning and intensifying significance.

The study highlights that space, for the writer, is not presented as
a static backdrop for events, but rather as a dynamic entity that
interacts with the characters and influences the development of
the narrative. The narrow, isolated spaces in some stories evoke
feelings of suffocation and existential anxiety, while open spaces
sometimes reflect states of dreaminess or escape from reality.
The social and political dimension is also evident through the
depiction of urban and rural space in contexts carrying critical or
symbolic charges.

Keywords: space, its dimensions, short story, Mahmoud Yaqoub.
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