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Crisis-Ridden Reality and Its Reconstruction in the Poetry of
Maytham al-Harbi: A Study in Cultural Patterns

Researcher Walaa Hussein Hazza“
Associate Professor Danesh Mohammadi Raka‘ti
Department of Arabic Language and Literature, University of Shiraz, Iran

Abstract

This study seeks to offer a cultural-critical reading of the poetry of Maytham
al-Harbi, grounded in a central inquiry: uncovering the implicit cultural patterns
that shape his vision of a crisis-ridden reality. It aims to analyze how these patterns
operate and the rhetorical mechanisms through which they function in constructing
a critical discourse on societal collapse.
The study adopts a cultural criticism approach, applying its analytical procedures
to selected poems from al-Harbi’s collections: Bara at al-Magar (The Innocence of
Rain)—including the poem “Fiery in Formation”; Agiil Ah fa-Tukarrir al-Kilab
Nubahi (I Say “Ah,” and the Dogs Echo My Bark)—including “The Boredom of
Chewing Gum” and “What I Promised to Say When I Grow Up”; and La Shay’
Siwa al-Tarig (Nothing but the Road)—including “The Road of the Unarmed” and
“The Suspicious Road.”
The findings reveal the dominance of five major cultural patterns: social
disintegration, the falsification of consciousness, class struggle, representations of
the female body, and the distortion of time and memory. The analysis demonstrates
how the poet employs rhetorical devices such as irony and personification to
convey these patterns, transforming individual suffering into a broader diagnosis of
collective wounds.
The study concludes that al-Harbi’s poetry constitutes a cultural document that
records transformations in collective consciousness within a reality marked by
trauma. As such, it functions as a critical discourse that challenges dominant
narratives and opens new horizons for reflecting on possibilities of transcendence
Keywords: crisis-ridden reality, cultural patterns, Maytham al-Harbi, cultural
criticism, lraqi poetry.
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