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The Legal Characterization of Public—Private Partnership

Contracts in Iraq
Dr. Khalid Mukhlif Trad
Presidency of the Sunni Endowment Diwan — Anbar Endowment Directorate
Abstract:

The legal characterization of public—private partnership (PPP) contracts
in Iraq refers to the precise determination of the legal description of these
contracts in order to subject them to the appropriate legal regime. Such
partnerships represent a contractual framework that brings together the State,
in its capacity as the entity responsible for managing public utilities and
safeguarding the public interest, and the private sector, which possesses the
necessary expertise as well as financial and operational capabilities. This has
led to the emergence of a contractual model distinct from traditional contracts,
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one that 1s based on the allocation of risks, obligations, and profits between
the two parties.

The significance of legally characterizing PPP contracts lies in
determining whether these agreements are governed by the rules of public law
or private law, or whether they constitute a legal regime of a special nature,
given the resulting implications for defining rights, guarantees, and the limits
of administrative authority.

Keywords: Partnership Contracts, Public and Private Sectors, Public Interest.
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