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Arab customs in the pre-Islamic era, as described in the Book of

Songs by Abu al-Faraj al-1sfahani
Assistant teacher :Alaa Hussein Mohammed
University of Thi-Qar / Center for Historical and Archaeological
Studies

alaa.hussein@utqg.edu.iq
Abstract

History has mentioned the Arabs in the pre-Islamic era of ignorance and has
talked a lot about their customs and traits, including the good customs that Islam
approved and that people continued to follow after their conversion to Islam, and
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the bad customs that Islam forbade and ordered their opposite. Among the books
that talked on various occasions about the customs of the Arabs is the Book of
Songs by its author Abu al-Faraj al-lsfahani, where he touched on some of the
customs of the Arabs through his biographies of poets and writers in the pre-
Islamic and Islamic eras. Since it is one of the reliable books and important sources
in transmitting historical events, we saw that we should study the customs of the
Arabs in the pre-Islamic era from the perspective of this book, using a descriptive
and analytical approach. Through this research, we concluded that the Arabs in the
pre-Islamic era had good customs, as history mentioned that they had some bad
customs as well. Among their good customs were their generosity and munificence,
then their fulfillment of covenants and agreements, and then their courage, which
was the talk of the tongue. As for their bad customs, they were devoted to idol
worship, then their burying of girls as they considered a disgrace to a girl, then
their drinking of alcohol, and finally their frequent wars and quarrels among
themselves. Of course, these are not all of their customs, but we have mentioned
here some of their customs according to the circumstances and framework of this
brief research, and we were satisfied with them, although they had customs much
more than this.

Keywords: (Customs, Arabs, pre-Islamic era, Book of Songs, Abu al-Faraj al-
Isfahani).
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