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Administrative Communication Networks in the Abbasid State Between the Caliphal
Center and the Peripheral Provinces (132-247 AH): A Historical and Analytical Study
Teaching assistant/ Suhad jasim mohammed
AL.Qadisiyah University /college of Education
Department of History

Abstract:

This study examines the administrative communication networks in the Abbasid state
between the caliphate's center in Baghdad and the peripheral provinces during the period
(132-247 AH/749-861 CE). It demonstrates the development of the Abbasid administrative
system characterized by precision and organization and rooted in earlier Islamic administra-
tive practices. It focuses on the concept of administrative communication and its importance
in coordinating efforts, transmitting information, and achieving state unity. The study reviews
the administrative structure of the caliphate's center through the most prominent offices such
as the Post Office, Correspondence Office, Land Tax Office, Exploitation Office, Inheritance
Office, and Rein Office and their role in managing state affairs. It also explains the develop-
ment of communication with the eastern provinces through the Post Office which became a
supervisory and intelligence apparatus and with the western provinces through the Corre-
spondence Office which played an official representative political role. The study concludes
that the administrative communication system contributed to preserving the unity and stabil-
ity of the Abbasid state.

Keywords: Abbasid Caliphate, Administrative Communication, Diwan al-Barid, Diwan
al-Rasa’il, Caliphal Center, Peripheral Provinces, Administrative Organization, Islamic Ad-
ministration, Baghdad, Abbasid History.
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