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Sheikh Nasser Makarem Shirazi's position on supplication
(an objective study)
Professor, Assistant, Dr. Amer Dahi Salman
Mustansiriya University-College of Basic Education
amer.edbs@uomustansiriyah.edu.ig

Abstract

This research examines Sheikh Nasser Makarem Shirazi's position on the issue of
tawassul, as one of the most controversial doctrinal issues in Islamic history. The
researcher defines tawassul from a linguistic and technical perspective, explaining
that it means adopting a legitimate means of drawing closer to God Almighty,
whether through good deeds or through the status of prophets and saints.

The researcher then presented the positions of Sheikh Makarem Shirazi, who
believes that tawassul does not conflict with monotheism, but rather confirms it, as
long as the intended goal is God Almighty alone, and the one being sought is merely
a legitimate means of intercession. The research pointed to the deviations that have
occurred in the understanding of tawassul, ranging from those who deny it outright
and consider it polytheism, to those who have exaggerated its significance to the point
of deviating from its correct objectives.

The researcher also reviewed evidence from the Holy Quran and Islamic
narrations on which Sheikh Nasser Makarem Shirazi relied, which confirmed the
legitimacy of supplication in its various forms.

As we have shown in the issue of supplication, which sparked widespread
controversy in Islamic circles between supporters and opponents, to the point that the
dispute reached the level of excommunication and heresy.

The research concluded that supplication is a legitimate means of supplication. It
is not always required in supplication, but it is permissible if proven by legal
evidence, provided that the means is not believed to be independent in terms of
benefit or harm.

Therefore, correct supplication is the essence of monotheism, while excess or
neglect in it both constitute a deviation from the path of moderation.

I concluded the study with a summary that outlined the most significant findings
of the research.

Keywords: (Supplication, means, supplicant, intercession).
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