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Ethics and Politics in Jeremy Bentham’s Philosophy: An Analytical Study
of Utilitarianism and Its Legislative Application Assist Lect. Alaa Abdel-
Zahra Kate Sultan
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Summary:

This study is guided by a central problem: how can ethics, politics, and
legislation be reconstructed on the basis of the principle of utility, and to what extent
is this principle capable of reconciling individual interest with the common good?
The research aims to analyze Jeremy Bentham's utilitarian philosophy as a coherent
project that seeks to establish happiness as an objective criterion for judging actions
and laws. It examines its ethical, political, and legislative foundations, with particular
emphasis on the calculus of pleasures as a rational method for regulating human
conduct through measurable standards.

The study concludes that Bentham grounded morality in the practical consequences
of actions, defining good and evil according to the degree of pleasure produced or
pain avoided. It also shows that the calculus of pleasures represents an attempt to
discipline human choice through rational and comparative evaluation. In the
political and legal domain, Bentham conceived law as an instrument for securing the
public interest without neglecting individual interest, arguing that their harmony is a
necessary condition for social stability. He further maintained that punishment is not

an act of revenge but a preventive tool aimed at reducing crime and social harm.
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Despite persistent criticisms of utilitarianism—especially its tendency to overlook
absolute values and inalienable rights—Bentham'’s thought remains a foundational
contribution to modern moral and political philosophy. It opened new horizons for
linking philosophical reflection to practical and social realities, and for grounding

legislation in human needs and concrete interests.



