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The Treaty of Hudaybiyyah in the Orientalist Balance:
Truce or Strategic Victory?
Researcher: Dr. Sabah Kamel Armout
Abstract :

This research examines the Treaty of Hudaybiyyah in Orientalist thought, considering
it a major turning point in the approach of the Islamic state in Medina. It was the second
agreement concluded by the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) — after the agree-
ment with the Jews of Medina.

With his first and fiercest enemy, the infidels of Quraysh, this agreement, which nei-
ther the Prophet nor any of his companions had planned beforehand, yielded results that
elevated the status of the Islamic state in the Arabian Peninsula and granted freedom to
the Muslims. Moving and roaming among the Arab tribes without restriction or fear,
which the Almighty truly described as a “clear victory,” this victory faced criticism and
analysis from a number of Orientalists whose viewpoints differed from People differed
from one another in their approaches, orientations, and inclinations. Some considered the
peace treaty a political gain for the Prophet and his companions, the results of which they
saw over the coming years. Others saw the peace treaty as a truce that the Prophet, peace
be upon him, was forced into because he was unable to confront the Quraysh. He wanted
to use this peace treaty to gather his strength and reorganize his army for the possible
confrontation with the Quraysh.
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