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Defensive and Offensive Military Methods
Used in the Assault of Castles and Fortresses

Asst. Prof. Dr. Muhammad Karim Al-Jumaili;
Anwar Hasan Abbas Shallal Al-Janabi
Al-Iraqi University / College of Education — Department of History

Abstract:

This research deals with aspects of the military, defensive, and offen-
sive methods employed by the Muslims in their conquests, especially in
the Levant(Bilad Al-Sham), and the demolition of abandoned fortresses to
prevent their reuse by the enemy. It also addresses the defensive measures
relied upon to protect cities—such as the construction of ditches and walls
and the employment of defensive equipment like shields and helmets. The
digging of the trench during the Battle of the Trench (Ghazwat al-Ahzab)
represents a prominent example of defensive innovation in Islamic history.
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