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Subject Review

International Migration and Its Spatial Impacts
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Summary:

This review article discusses international migration as a spatial
phenomenon, which redefines the distributions of populations, urban shapes, and
regional development patterns. It contends that, migration is not simply a
demographic process that crosses boundaries, but it is a transformative one which
changes the role of places in both the source and the receiving location. The article
examines the ways in which international migration causes selective depopulation
in the home countries, massive urbanization and spatial concentration in the
destination countries and drastic alteration in housing patterns, land use and
demand services. It also talks about how remittances, restructuring of the labor
markets and social transformation has redefined the spatial structure of the
communities. The article concludes that the effects of international migration are
inexplicable without a geographical dimension and that regional and urban
planning policies are needed to accomplish the task of managing the spatial change

that migration brings about as well as transforming human mobility into an engine

of balanced and sustainable development.
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