33 Journal of Tikrit University for Humanities (2026) 33 (3) 33-50

Lot o Felnentien tr Harvs Ssmes

Safarjal Shukur Khalaf Mahmud

Kirkuk University / College of literature

* Corresponding author: E-mail :
07701228113
safarjal.shukur@uokirkuk.edu.ig

Stylistic Shift between
Narrative and Discourse:

Applied Study surah Al-Kahf
ABSTRACT

Keywords:

The proverb -

Arabic rhetoric -
New rhetoric -
Pilgrims —
alkahf

ARTICLE INFO

Article history:

Received 4 Jan 2026
Received in revised form 20 Jan 2026
Accepted 22 Jan 2026
Final Proofreading 30 Mar 2026
Available online 31 Mar 2026

E-mail t-jtuh@tu.edu.iq

©THIS IS AN OPEN ACCESS ARTICLE UNDER

THE CC BY LICENSE

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Journal of Tikrit University for Humanities Journal of Tikrit University for Humanities Journal of Tikrit University for Humanities ~Journal of Tikrit University for Humanities

This study aims to examine the phenomenon of stylistic shift
between narration and direct discourse in Qur'an through
an applied model from Surat al-Kahf, a chapter rich in
stylistic diversity and the interweaving of rhetorical patterns
between storytelling, exhortation, and declarative speech.
The research seeks to analyze this stylistic shift as a
semantic and rhetorical phenomenon that goes beyond
mere formal variation, revealing a functional structure
related to the text’s pedagogical and doctrinal purposes.
The study begins from a central question: What is the
nature of stylistic shift in Surat al-Kahf, and what are its
rhetorical and communicative functions? It adopts the
stylistic-analytical method, drawing upon classical Arabic
rhetoric, textual linguistics, and modern pragmatic studies.
The research is divided into two main chapters. The first
explores the theoretical concepts of narration and
discourse, and the features of each within the Qur’anic
context, followed by a discussion of stylistic shift in
rhetorical studies. The second chapter is dedicated to an
applied analysis of the three core narratives in the surah
(the People of the Cave, Moses and the Righteous Servant,
and Dhul-Qarnayn), tracing the manifestations of stylistic
movement between narration and discourse.

The study concludes that the stylistic shift in Surat al-Kahf is
not incidental, but rather a deliberate rhetorical strategy in
which elements of time, setting, and character are
harmonized to enhance the effect of the text on the
audience, renew their engagement with the divine message,
and present moral lessons in a dynamic and interactive
form.
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