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The concept of the qata’i, Its definition, types, conditions, and legitimacy
in Islamic economic history.

Dr. Ali Fallah Juhi Salman
Iraqi University - College of Education for Women
ali.fjuhi@aliraqia.edu.iq
Abstract:

The term qata’i, refers to lands that are not owned by a specific individual and are
allocated by the Caliph for the purpose of utilizing them for agricultural growth or the
construction of houses. Their economic importance lies in agricultural growth according
to an Islamic economic approach. Their aim is to raise the economic status of Muslims and
increase the revenues of the Muslim treasury while increasing the area of agricultural land.
This will achieve economic prosperity for the Arab Islamic society according to specific
conditions set by Islamic law, including that they are allocated by the Caliph as if they were
uncultivated land, and that their taxes are paid to the Muslim treasury. It also emphasizes
the importance of utilizing them continuously and specifying their type in order to achieve
economic benefit. Furthermore, their legitimacy was derived from the Holy Quran and the
noble Sunnah of the Prophet. Thus, in the history of agricultural economics, the qata’i,
achieved economic benefit for the farmer in particular, and for the revenues of the Muslim
treasury in the Arab Islamic state in general.

Keywords: Qata’i, Qati’a, Bait al-Mal al-Muslimin, Islamic economics, agricultural
lands.
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