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Abstract

The aim of the current research was to identify the reality of reading and writing
difficulties among early grade students in primary schools in the Anbar Education
Directorate. The research sample consisted of (60) teachers from the center of Anbar
Governorate who teach primary school for the first grades for the academic year (2024-
2025). The sample was randomly selected. For the purposes of the research, the
researcher used the descriptive and analytical approach, as it suited the research
objectives. A questionnaire consisting of (19) items was prepared. The research results
showed that students face significant difficulties in basic reading skills, such as letter
recognition and differentiation, reading speed, correct pronunciation of words, and the
ability to arrange letters within words. The results also revealed significant challenges in
writing, most notably spelling errors, difficulty linking letters within words, poor line
organization, and difficulty formulating complete sentences that express ideas. The
results of the statistical analysis of the data (arithmetic mean and standard deviation)
also indicated that some difficulties were highly noticeable and that there was relative
variance among students' levels, which calls for the adoption of flexible educational
programs that take into account individual differences. The results also showed that
psychological aspects, such as anxiety during reading aloud, affect the reading and
writing performance of some students.

Keywords: (difficulties, learning to read and write).
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